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CHARLES R. : 
be i O's expreſſe Pleaſure is, That this Declaration of the Lords 
and Commons of Parliament afſembled at Oxford,be read 
&1 y the Parſon, Vicar or Curate, in every Church and Chappell 
"gz within Our Kingdom of Eng/andand Dominion of Wales, 
v4 March. 19. 1643. 
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DECLARATION 
Of the Lords and Commons of Parlia- 


ment Aſſembled at OxzxorD, of their Pro- 
ceedings touching a Treaty for Peace, and the Re- 
tuſall thereof; with the ſeverall Letters and 
Anſwers that paſſedtherein. 


> gc F Our moſt earneſt Deſires and Endea- 
g £:. vourscould have prevailed fora Treaty, 
1% Our Proceedings therein, without this 
12z7=X{ Declararion, would have manifeſted to 
{2 allthe world theclearncſſe of Ourinten- 
ESD FE>Y tions forthe reſtoring the Peace of this 
6.5 ES92=+ Kingdome : but ſecing all the means uſed 
by Ys ftorthat purpoſe, havebeen render- 
 edfruitlefle, We hold Our ſelves bound to let Our Coun- 
tries know, what in difcharge of Our Duty to God and to 
them, VVeon Our parts have done fince Our commingto 
Oxford, to prevent the further effuſibn of Chriſtian bloo 
and the defolation of this Kinedome. 
His Majeſty having by his Proclamation,upon occafion of 
the Invaſion from Scorland,and other weighty reaſons, Com- 


manded our attendance at Oxford upon the 2240f _— 
| A p1 | aft, 


(2) 

laſt,there to adviſe Him for the preſervation of the Religion, 
Lawes and Safety of the Kingdome, and to reſtore itto its 
former Peaceand Security, Theſe Morives, with the true {coſe 
of our Countrics miſeries, quickned our duty to give ready 
obediencetothoſe His Royall Commands, hoping /by God; 
bleſſicg) ro have become happy Inſtruments for ſuch gaod 
eads. And upon our comming hither, We applicd our iclves 
with all diligence to adviſe of fuch meancs as might moſt 
probably ſertle the Peace of this Kingdome, (the thins moſt 
deſired by His Majeſty and Our lelves; ) and becaute We 
found many gratious offers of Treaty for Peace by His Maje- 
ſty,had becn rcjeed by the Lordsand Commons reinaining 
at Weitminfer, We deemed it fit to write 1n our own names, 
and thereby maketriall, whether that might produce any ber- 
ter effect fortheaccompliſhing our defires and our Countries 
happineſlc, And they having (under pain of deatlybrohibited 
the addricfle of any Letters or Meſſage to We#tmin#er,vutby 
their Generall,and Weconceiving Him a Perſon wito(by rea- 
ſon ot their truſt repoſed in Him) had a great influence tnto, 
and power over their proceedings, reſolved to recommend it 
eo His care,and toengage Him in that pious Worke, with our 
earneſt defire to Him to repreſent itto thoſe that truited him, 
(to prevent all exceptions and delay;)and thereupon the 27 of 
the ſame 1azuary, dilpatched a Letter away under the hands 
of the Prince his Highneſle, the Duke of Yorke, acid of 43 
Dukes, Marqueſles, Earles, Viſcounts, anc Barons of the 
Houſe of Pecres:& 118 Members of thcHouſe of Commons 
there preſent, (many others of Vs, by reaton ot diſtance of 
place, Gckneſſe, and imployments in His Mazcſtics Service, 
and for want of timely notice of the Procla:natio 2 of Sum- 
mons,tior being rhen come hither: ) which Lettet We cauled 
to be incioſedin a Letter from the Earle of Forth the Kings 
Gene1all. Atrue Copy of which Letter from us to th: Earie 
ot Eſſex hereafter followerh, v/F. My 


w_ Att 6 


(3) 
My Lord, 


" Þ| /* Majeſty having by Hi Proclamation of the 22. of 
Decemb. {#pon the occaſion of the Invaſion threatnea,, 
and tn part begunby ſomeof Hu Subjetts of Scotland) 

ſummon d allthe Members of 60th Houſes of Parliament to at- 
tend Him here at >ftord: We whoſe names are underwritten 
are here met and Aſſembled in obedience to thoſe His Majeſties 
commands, His Majeſty was pleaſed to invite ns in the ſaid Pro. 
clamation by theſe grations expreſſions, C That His Subjetts 
ſhonld ſee how willing He was to receive advice for the preſer- 
vation of the Religion, Lawes and ſafety of the Kinzdom, and 
as farreas in Him lay, toreſtore it to it's former Peace and ſe- 
curity, (Hts chiefe and only end,) from thoſe whom they had tru- 
Fed,thouzh He could not receiveit, in theplace where He ap- 
poynted,) This moſt grations invitation hath uot only been 
made geodunto us, but ſecondedand heightnedby ſuch unque- 
Hionable Demonitrationsof the deep and Princely ſenſe which 
poſſeſſes His Royal heart of the miſeries and calamities of His 
poor Subjeits in this unnaturall Warre , and of his moſt entire 
and paſionate affeftions,to redeem them fromthat ſad and de- 
plorable condition, by all waies poſſible, conſiſtent either with 
Hz Hononr, or with the future ſafety of the Kingdom, that, as 
it were impiety to que/tion the ſincerity of them, ſo wereit great 
want ef duty and faithfulneſſe in ns, { His Majeſty having 
vouchſafedto Declare,That he did call us to bewitneſſes of His 
aftions, and privyto His intentions,) fhould we not teſtify and 
witneletoall the World, the aſſurance we haveof the piety and 
ſincerity of Bath; We being moſt entirely fatufied of this truth, 
Ive canno! ent cenfejſe, that, amidſt our higheſt affliFions, in 
the deep ard piercing ſeaſe of the reſent miſeries and deſotati- 
0315 of our Country, and thoſe farther dangers threatned from: 
AY Scotland, 


(4) 


- Scotland, We areat length erefted to ſome chearfull indcom. 
fortablethoughts, that poſcibly we may yet ( by Go'ds mercy, 
if his InFice have not determined thu Nation for its ſinnes, fo 
fotall yuine and deſclation) hope to be happy Inſtruments of our 
Countries redemption, from the miſeries of Warre, and refita- 
tiontothebleſiing of Peace. And We being deſirous to believe 
your Lordfhip' ( howſoever ingaged) a perſon likely to be ſenſe. 
bly touched with theſe conſiderations, have thought fit to invite 
yos to that part inthu bleſſed work, which is only capable tore. 
paire all our misfortunes, andto boy up the Kingdome from ru- 
ine; That v, by conjuring you, by all the obligations that have 
power apon Honoar, Conſcience, or publique Piety, that laying 
fo heart es wedothe inwardly bleeding condition of your Coun. 
try,and the outward more menacing deftruttion by a forraigne 
Nation, upon the very poynt of invading it, you will cooperate 
with us to its preſervation, by truly repreſenting to, and faith. 
fully and induſt rior ly promoving with thoſe by whom you are 
trufed, this following ma (incere and moſt earneſt deſire of 
ours, That they joyiing with us ina right ſenſe of the paſt, pre. 
ſent, and morethreatning calamities of this deplorable King- 
dome, ſome Perſons be appoyntcd oneither part, and a placea- 
greed on, to treat of ſuch a Peace, 45 may yet redeem it from the 
brink of deſolation. 

This addreſſe we ſhmnld not have #144e, but that His Maje/ties 
Summons by which we are met,noſt gratiouſly proclaiming par. 
don to all without exception, i evidence cnoneh, that his mercy 
and clemency cantranſcenld all former provocations, andthat He 
hath not only made us witneiſes of Hu Princely Putentions, but 
honosred ms alſo with the azme of being ſecurity for them, 

God Almighty direct your Lordſhip, and thoſe to whom you 
ihall preſent theſe our oſt reall deſires, in ſucha courſe as may 
produce that happy Peace and ſettlement of the preſent Diſtafi- 

ons, 


(.5) 
ons, which i ſo heartily deſired and prayed for by u«,and which 


may make us, 


From Oxroxp the Y our &c. 
29. January, 1643. 


We are not aſhamed of that earneſt, meck, and Chriſtian ,- 
requeſt VVe made in this Letter, (though it was cryed © 
through Londoz Streets inſcorn,as the Petition of the Prince, 
and Duke of York, for Peace) and Wethought it would have 

revailed to have procured a Treaty for fo bleſſed arhing as 
Peace, and for ſuchan end as redeeming the Kingdome from 
deſolation(the only defire of that Our Letter:) bur inſtead 
ofa compliance with Us in this Chriſtian work of Treaty 
and Accommodation, We received a meer frivolous anſwer, 
or rather a paper of ſcorne, in forme of a Letter, directed to 
the Earle of Forth, wherein was incloſeq a Printed paper,cal- 
led, A Nationall Covenant of the Kingdomes of England and 
Scotland, and two other Papers in writing, one called, 4 De. 
claration of boththoſe Kingdemes, and the other, A Dec/ara. 
tronoftbe Kingdome of Scotland; Pamphlets full of Treaſon, 
_ Sedition, and diſloyalty,which being publique areneedlefle 
hereto beinſerted, the Copy of the Letter hereafter follow- 


ethe 


My Loko, 

Receivedihis day a Letter of the nine and Twentieth of this 

infant from your Lordſhip, auda Parchment ſubſcribed by 

the Prince, Dukeof Yoitk , end aivers other Loras and 
Gentlemen, but it neither having addreſſe to theswo Howſes of 


Parliament , nor therein there being any —— of 
them 


(6) 


thems. 1 could not communicateit tothem. My Lord, the main. 
tenance of the Parliament of England , and of the Priviledees 
thereof, # that for which weare all reſolved to ſpend our blood, 
as being the foundation whereupon all our Lawes and Liberties 
arebuilt. 1ſend your Lordſhip herewith, A Nationall Cove- 
nant, ſolewnety entred into by both the Kingdomes of England 
and Scotland, and a Declaration paſied by them both togethey, 
with another Declaration of the King dome of Scotland.1reft 


Es 8x x-houle, Your Lordſhips humble ſervaar, 
lan. 30.1643+ Ess$ 8X, 


Whoſoeverconſiders this Letter , will cafily finde it was 
fully underſtood ro whom Ours was deſired tobe communi. 
cated, under the exprefſion of (thoſe by whom their General 
was trufed,) and although it be pretended, becauſethere was 
no addiefleto thetwo Houles of Parliament , nor acknow- 

ledgement of them , it could not be communicated to them, it 
is notoriouſly knowne, he did fo Farre impart it, thata Com- 
mittee of theirs adviſed the anſwer,and it appeares by the pen- 
ning, they all concurred inthe refolution therein mentioned, 
whereby it is evident, that this was but an excuſe framed to 
avoyda Treaty; and whatcouldrhar Printed Covenant, and 
two Declarations encloſes {ionifie, but to let Vs know, that 

-: before Wecometo any Treaty, We muſt alſo joyne in that 
Covenant with them for the ab{olute extirparion of Churche 
Government here, ( without, nay though againſt the Kings 
Conſent, )lubmu the Lives, Liberties, and Eſtatesof Vs, and 
all thoſe, who according totheir Allegiance have aſſiſted 
His Majeſty, to their mercy, and admit and juſtific the Inva- 
fion from Scot/and, according to the plaine ſenſe of their De. 
claration? whichall indifferent men willthink ſtrange prepa- 
ratives 


(7) 

tives toa Treaty for Peace,and after ſuch a yeelding andſub- 
miſſion, We know not whatis left to Treat upon, 

Theſcthings are too apparent to every ordinary underſtan- 
ding and yet We werenot forward to apprehend the (corre 
of that Letter,or take it for adeniall of a Treaty ,but being till 
ſolicitous for that happy Peace, which alone could redeem 
this Kingdomefrom ruine, We reſolved cotry another way, 
and for avoyding delay, or Cavill abournames, or titles or 
deſcantsupon words,to forbear writing,& hu mbly beſought 
His Majeſty to ſead Meſſengers with Inſtructions, eo defire a 
Treaty for Peace, who was pleaſed ro name M. Richard Fan. 
fhawe, and M. Thomas Off ty, (Gentlemen ofcleare repute and 
integrity;Jandtoavoygtheir danger iorepairing to Weſtmin. 
fer at Our defire, commanded the Earle of Forth, his Gene- 
rall, to write totheirs fora ſate Condudt for thoſetwo Mee 
ſfengers, (for ſuchis Ourconditioa at prefent,thatafree-born 
Subjec,icent upon the Kings Meſſage, cannot bur with ſuch 
leave repairc to Lowdonor Weſtminſter, without danger of his 
Life.) Thc Letter for the ſafe Conduct was as followeth. 


: M y Lord, 


| Cannot ſo willingly write to yout 11 any buſineſſe as in that of peare, 
the indeavour thereof being the principal! duty of thoſe who are tra- 
ſted inplaces of Our ('ommands, esjecially when the Blood that is File 
is of perſons under the ſame Allegiance,of the ſame Conntry &- Religion, 
Hi Majeſty ({ ontinuing conſtant in Hrs pious and fervent defires of « 
happy end to theſe bloody diſtraBtons, 1 doe hereby deſire your Lordſbip 
80 ſend me a [afe Condutt to and from Weltminſter , for M. Richard 
Fanſhaw, .4n24 M, Tho: Offiy, ro be ſent by Hi Majeſty COMCENMng 
Treaty for Peace, Freft, -- "7 


Your Lordſhips humble ſetvanr 
Y 'FoRTH. | 


B To 


3 - 
Torthis was returned a Letter, direfted to the Earle of 
Forth, 1nthele words, viF. 


MY Lox bp, 
Y Ow ſhew your Nobleneſſe in declaring your willingneſſe to write to 
me in any buſineſſe, as of that of Peace; and joyne with you inthe 
ſame opinion,that it ought tobe aprincipall duty of thoſe who are truſted 
3n places of our Command; and thertfore whenſoever }.ſhall receive any 
diretHons to thoſe who have intruſted me, ſhall uſe my. be indeavonrs; 
and when you ſhalt ſend for a ſafe Condwutt for thoſe Gentlemen, mentio- 
ned in your Letter from Hit Majeſty to the Houſes of Parliament , ? ſhall 
with alk ch eerfulnefſe ſhew my willingneſſe to further any way that may 
produce that happineſſe vhat all honeſt men pray for, which 1s 4 true 
mulerflanding between His Maieſty and hn faithfull and onely Coun- 
cell, the Parliament. : 


-Effex-houſe, x9. Febru- Your Lord ſhips humble ſervant, 
, ary, 1643. ESSE %- 


Thatthisdoth neither granta ſafe Conduct,or give any di- 
re anſwer to the Earle of Foxths: requeſt,every ordinary eye 
may.fce, (and yet ſuch requeſts amongſt Genezalls are rarely 
deniedz) and We may eafily thereby diſcerne how fearefull 
they at Weſtminſter are,leaſtthe poor diſtreſſed people of this 
Kingdome, ſhould,by the advantageof a Treaty and free de- 
bate of the preſent difference, ſee how groſly they had bcen 
deceived and mifled, and fo obtaine anend of their miſeries: 
for atherwiſe who could have beleeved; that when thee dit- 
ferences aroſe-and were continged for want of a free Con- 
veihition in Parliament;andthara maine end ofthe Treaty. was 
to reſolve how We,according to Our duty and the Truft re- 
poſed in Vs by Our Countries, might with them freely de» 
bate, and advite His Majeſty inthoſe things that concerned 
the maintenance of Our Religion, Parliament Tg 
_ —— A x oY FFI = 
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the Kings Rights, and the Subjeas Liberty, and Property, 
thatthis Letter ſhould tell Us, 'that the Party We areto 
Treat withall,is the Kings onely Councell,excluding all others, 
not onely our ſelves called: by the fame Authoricy to Coun- 
cell as they were, but His Privy Councell alſo, and Councell 
at Law ſothat We could have no hopes of a Treaty, un- 
lefle We ſhould firſt agree that they are the Parliament and 
the Kings onely Councell, whereby they that are Parties 
would become the onely Iudges of all things in queſtion , 
which would bea ſubmiſſion and nota Treaty. 

Having receivedtheſe frivolous delayes, which we might 
have interpreted abſolute denials of any Treaty of Pe 
We yerreſolving not to give over our endeavours for thee 
which ſo much concemed the'goad of our Countrey, -atid 
the welfare of all Profeflours of the true Proteſtant Religi- 
on, by our hamble and carneſt defiresto His Majeſty, pre- 
vailed with Him to write His Royall Letters, and once more 
defirea Treaty for Peace, {though it had been ſo often for- 
merly rejected) and toavdidall colour of Exception, todi- 
re it to the Lords and Commons of Parliament 8ſſembled as 
WeAminiev ; which was deneandenclaſed ina Letter from 
the Earle of. Farthtotheir.Generall, A Copy of both which 
Letters hereafter followes. 1 "=. 


| Re SY on SG tne $4 

] Havereceived your Letter-of the nineteenthiof 
this Moneth, which, according to my duty; I 
{hewedto his MajeSie, who obſerving in ie your 
Expreſsions concerning Peace, (that whenſoever 
you ſhall receive any  direRtions to thoſe that 
B 2 have 
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haveentruſted you, you ſhall uſe your beſt endea- 
vours,) is gratioully pleaſcd to ſend this incloled, 
which is defired may be delivered according to the 
direQtions. 


Direated to the Farle ef E SS E X, ſubſcribed! 
_ by the Earle of, FORTH... 


C.R, 


| 'F Tt.of Our moſt tender ny piow ſenſe of the 
ſad and bleeding condition of this Our King- 
dome, and Our unwearied defires to apply all remedies, 
phich, by the bl:ſsing of” Almighty God, may recover it 
from as utter ruine; By the advice of the Lords and 
Commons of Parliament Aſſembled at Oxford, We do 
propound aud. defire; That a convenient number of fit 
Perſons: may be appointed and amhorized by you to meet 
with all convenient: ſpeed; at ſuch: Place as you ſhall no: 
minatewith an equall number of fit Perſons, whom We 
ſhall appoint. and: amtborize to Treat of the wayes and 
meanes.to ſettle the preſent diſtrattions: of this our 
Kingdoms, and#0- procure a :happy Peace. And parti” 
eularly; bow all the-Members of both Houſes may ſecure- 
ly meet in. a full and-free (Convention of Parliament, 
thereto Treat, Conſult and Agree upon ſuch things, as 


Mypconduee # rothe. Mnf wengs and defence of. the true 
, > Reformed. 


(n) 
Reformed Proteſtant Religion, with due confideratiog 
2 all juſt and reaſonable eaſe of tender Conſtignges -; 
#0the ſetling and maintaining of our juſ} Rights and 
Priviledges; of the Rights and Priviledges of Par- 
liament , the Lawes of the Land, the Liberty and Pro- 
perty of the Subjet?; and all other expedients that may 
conduce tothat bleſſed end of a firme and laſting Peace, 
both in Church and State, and a perfe& underſtanding 
betwixt Vs and Our People ; wherein no endeavours, 
or concurrency of Ours [bill be wanting. And God di- 
ret your bearts in thewayes of Peace. 
Givenat Qur Court at Oxford, the third days of 
March. 16 43. 


Superſcribed, : 
Tothe Lords and Commons of Parliament- 
Aflembled at WeX#minFer.. 


5 \2-3-L | 
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We now appealetoall the World, what could more haye-_ 
been done by His Majeſty, or Vs,. in orderto Peace, here be- 
ing ſogreata condeſcending from a King to Subjeats, a alles 
different advantages leftto them, both for time and place of 
Treaty, and choice of Perſons to Treat: But what their In. 
rentions to Peaceare, will appeare by their Lerter incloſed: 
in one from thetr Generall, tothe Earle of Forth, both which 


Uc as followeth.. * 


3h-:2: By My- 
fn, SEE 


i dÞATY wy 
. # Þ 


(12) 
. Mr Logro, 


'Am Commanded by both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, to ſend 2 Trumpetter with the incloſed 
Letter co His Majeſfy , which I deſire your Lord- 
ſhip, may be moſt humbly preſented to His Maje- 
ſite. Ireſt, 


Eſſex-howſe, March, Yowr Lordſhips bumble 
9h, 1643. ſervant, ESSEX 


May it pleaſe Your Majzesrr, 
VV EE the Lords and Commons Aſſembled in the Par. 


liament of England , taking into our Conſideration 4 
Letter ſent from Tour Majeſty, dated the third of March Is- 
ftant,anddirefted to the Lords and Commons of Parliament 
Aſfembled at Weſtminſter, (which by the Contents of a Letter 
from the Earleof Forth , unto the Lord Generall, the Earleof 
Eſſex, weconceive was intended to onr ſelves) Have reſolved 
with the concarrent advice, and conſent of the Commiſſioners of 
the Kingdome of Scotland, to repreſent to Tour Majeſty, in af 
humility and plainneſſe, as followeth, 

Thiat, 4s we haveuſed all meanes for ajuſt, auda ſafe Peace; 
{o will we never be wanting to do our utmoſt for the procuring 
thereof: But when we conſider the expreſſions in that Letter of 
Tour Majcſties, We have more ſad, and deſpairing thoughts of 
eftaining the ſame,then ever, becauſethereby,thoſe Perſons now 
Aſſembled at Oxtord, who contrary 10 their duty have deſerted 
Tour Parliament ,are put into an equal (ondition with it: aud 


thi parliament Conveened, according tothe known and nog 
ments 


() 

wentall Lawes of the Kingdome, (the continuance wheredf ws 
eſtabliſhed by a Law conſented unto by your Majeſty, 45 :2n.ef 

fedt demxedtobea Parliament, The Scope, and tntentiay of that - 
Letter being to make proviſion how all the Members (ws.ts pre. 

tended) of both Houſes, may ſecurely meetina full, and free 

Convention of Parliament , whereof no other concluſion can be 

2:ade, bat that ths preſent Parliament u not a full nor free con. 

wention; And that tomakeit a full and free Convention of Pax - 

Lament, the preſence of thoſe 5 Neceſſary, who,notwithtanding 
that they have deſerted that great Truſt, and do Levy Warre 

againſt the Parliament, are pretendedio beMembers of the two 

Houſes of Parliament. 

And hercupon, we think our ſelves bound to let Tour Maje- 
ity know, That ſeeing the continuance of thu Parliament is ſet- 
led by a Law (which as all other Lawesof Tour Kingdoms, Tour 
Majefty hath ſworne tos maintain, as we are ſworne toour Alle. 
giance to Your Majeſty, (theſe obligations being reciprocall,) 
we muft in duty, and accordingly are reſotved with our Lives 
and Fortunes, to defend and preſerve the luſt Rights, and full 
Power of this Parliament: And do beſeech Tour Majeſty to be 
afcured, That Your Majeſtics Royall, and hearty. Concurrence 
with ws herein, will bethe moſt effettuall, and ready meants of 
procuring a firme and lafting Peace, inall Your Maj:ſties Do- 
minions,and of begetting a perfect underſtanding between Tunr 
Mij-ty, and Your People; without which Tour Majeſties woſt 
earneſt Profeſſions, ana our moſt reall Intentions concerning the 

fame, muſt neceſſarily be fruftrated. Anaincaſe Your Wij:ities 
three K ingdomes ſhould by reaſon thereof,remain in thy ſad and 
bleeding Condition, tending, by the continuance of this unnatu- 
rell War,to their Ruine, Your Majefty 5annot be the leaſt, mor 
the la#t ſufferer. God in his goodneſſe incline Your Royall breaſt, 
out of Pitty and compaſſion to thoſe deep ſufferings of Tour Inus- 


cent People, to put a ſpeedy, and happy Iſſue totheſe deſperate " 
VID 
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vills, by the joywt advice of both Tour Kingdomes, now happily 
enitedinthis Cauſe, by their late ſolemne League aud Cove- 
nant. Which as it will prove the ſure remeay . fo « it the 
earneft prayer of your Majeltics loyall Subiets, the Lords and 
Commons Aferabled in the Parliament of England. 


Weſtminſter the gh Grey of Warke, Speaker 
of March, 1643. of the Houſe of Peeres 
in Parliament, 
pro tempore. 


FVilliam Lenthall Speaker of 
the Commons: Houſe in 
Parhamenc. 


VWhoſoever confiders that this ſhould be a Letter from 
Subjects, might well thinke it very unbeſecming languagein 
them, tocall His Majefties earneſt endeavoursfor Peace but 
Profeſſions,and their own feign ed pretences 20 real inten. 
#i0nus, butmuch.more wonder at that menacing language, 
that His Majefy canner be the leaft or laft Sufferer ; which . 
expreſſions from Subjects in Armes to their Soveraigne, 
whar dangerous conſtruction they may admit, Weare un- 
willing to mention. 

But we need not wonder atthe manner of their expreſſions 
when we ſce in this Letterthe Parliament it ſelfe, as farreas in 
them lies,deſtroyed,8& thoſe who here ſtile themſelves, The 
Lords and Commons affembled in the Parliament of £ng- 
{and,not to reſolve upontheir Anſwer to their King, without 
thecoricurrent advice and conſent ofthe Commiſhoners , as 
they call them,ofthe Kingdome of Scorland. _ 


(1) 

' If they had only taken the advice of the Scottiſh Commil. 
ſioners, they had broken the Fundamentall Conſtitution of 
Parliament; the very Writs of Summons,the Foundation of 
all power inParliament, being directed tothe Lords ( inex. 
preſſe termes ) to rreat and adviſe withthe King and the reſt 
of the Peeres of the Kingdom of Ezglaza, and forthe Com- 
monsto do and conſent to thoſe things, which by that Com- 
mon- Councell of England ſhould beordained , thereby ex- 
cluding all others. . | 

Bur their League, it ſeemes, is gone further , the Scots 
muſt conſent as wellas adviſe, ſothatthey have gotten a ne- 
oative voice, and they, who in the former Letter would be 
the Kings onely Councell, are now become no Councell 
without the Scottiſh Commiſhoners. Thetruth is, they have 
(befides the ſokmne League and Covenant with the Scots, 
(which their Letter mentions) a-ſtrange and traiterous pre« 
ſumption for Subje&tstamakea Covenant and League with 
Subjects of another Kingdame without their Prince,) made 
private bargaines withthe Scots touching our Eſtates, and a 
private agreement, not torreat without their conlent, as ſome 
of themſelves. being afraid of a Treaty, openly declared to 
the Common-Councell of. London; and therefore *tis no 
wonder, that being touched tothe quicke, with the apprehen= 
ſiontharthey are not, nqr can;þe in this condition, a full and 
free Convention of Parliament, They charge Vs with de- 
ſerting our truſt, and would have Vs to beno Members of | 
the Parliament, They may remember it was our want of -- 
freedome within, -and the ſeditious Tumults without, their-- 
many multiplied Treaſons theze, : and impoſing traiterous 
Oathes, which inforced our-abfence :. but concerning that 
and the want of freedome in Parliament, Ve ſhall ſay no 
more here, (that being the ſubje@ of another Declaration) 


onely We wiſh them to conſider by what fundamentall 
a Lawes 
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Lawes ot the Kingdome (which they have lately wreſted to 
ſerve all truraes) They can exclude Us from our Votes in 
Parliament , who were duecly Summoned, choſcn and re- 
turned Members. of Parliament, and take in thoſe of ano- 
ther Kingdometo their Reſolutions, whoare not bound by 
our Lawes. | 
Bur what violation ſoever they make of the Lawes, they 
are forward to put the King in minde of His Duty ; and 
therefore tell Him, That Heis ſworne to maintain the Lawes, 
as they are ſworneto their Allegianceto Him,theſe obligati- 
ons being reciprocall:it is true. inſome ſenſe, that the Oath of 
the King and Subjects isreciprocall; thavis; each is bound to 
performe what they iweare, the King as well as the Subj:&s; 
but he that will well weigh their. Letter, - and make one part 
have connexion with.the other, and examine that part of 
their Covenant, whereby::they ſwearethey will defend the 
Kings Perſon and Authority . (no'further or otherwiſe ther 
in that which they call thepreſervation of their Religionand 
Liberties, ) may cafily finde another conſtruRion, v/J, That | 
the Subjects Allegianceiis' no lonper:due than the King per- 
formes His Duty, nay, no longer than He in their opinion 
obſerves His Duty, whereof they themſelves muſt be Indges; 
and it He faile in His Duty, they:may take up Armes againſt 
Him; a principle which as itis utterly deſtructive to all Go- 
vernment, ſo Ve believe, they themſelves dare not plainly 
avow it, leaſtas they now make uſe of it againſt the King , ſo 
the People finding their failer of Duty, and breach of Truſt, 
ſhonld hereafter practiſe irby taking up Armes againſt them, 
and ſo ſhake off that yoake of rtyranny-impolet by their Fel- 
low- Subjects, which lies ſo heavy upon them. It were well, 
as they ftill prefſe nponthe King maintenance of the Lawes, 
they wouldalfo- know thiie (their obbgation to __—_ rhe 
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ſame is reciprocall,and whilethey here reſolve to defend and 
preſerve the full power of this Parliament, (which intheir 
ſenſe canbe no other than the power they have exerciſed 
this Parliament)they would take notice, that they are therein 
fo tarre from obſervation of the Lawes,that they deſperately 
reſolve an utter ſubverſion of them z; for what can more 
tend rothedeſtrution of the Lawes, thanto uſurpe a power 
rothemſelves without the King, andagainſt His will to raife 
Armes, to attribute to their Orders or pretended Ordi- 
nances, the power of Lawesand Statures, to inforce Contri. 
butions, Loanes, and Taxes of allforts from the SubjeR,{o 
impriſon without caufe ſhewed, and then prohibit Writs of 
Habeas Corpies for their etilargement, to lay Exciſes.uponall 
Commodities, to command and diſpoſe of the Livesand 
Eſtates of the treeborne SnbjeRs of this Kingdome at cher 
pleaſure, to impotfe Tonnaveand Poundage, contrary tothe 
Law declared inthe late A@for Tonnage and Poundage, and 
all this done and juſtified, as by a legall civill power founded 
and inherent in them £ All which are maniteſt breaches of 
thePetition of Right and 2#&194 Charts, the great Eviderice 
of the' Libettics of 'Ezghupd; which Charter by expreſſe 
words bindesthemand us, though aſſembled in Parliament, 
as well as the King, and thoughitt be not now, as heretofore 
it hath bcen, taken by ſolemne Oath onthe Peoples part as 
well ason the Kings, nor a cnrfe'as htrerofore pronounced 
onthe violaters, yetthey having takena Proteſtationto main» 
tainthe Lawes, andthe Liberties, and Propertics of the Sub- 
je, and inclufively that Charter, letrhem take heed whileſt 
they make uſe of thistheir pretended powertothedeftruQion 


of the Law, ledſt acurſe falluponithem and upon their poſteri. 
ty. God knoweth, and it is too certain atruth,that our ſelves 
and iany.other good Subjects —_ is Kingdome, even _ 

_ 2 the 
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the power of the Kings Army, have ſuftered exceedingly in 
Liberty and Eſtates,during this preſent Rebellion, by many 
heavy charges, the ſad confideration whereof makes our 
hearts biced, becauſe Weean ſee no way for reliete, ſo long: 
as this unnaturall Rebellion continues s but as theſe things 
were firſt praiſed by them, and thereby neceſſitated upon 
the Kings Army , ſo it was never yet pretended that they 
were done by vertueot a Law, buteither by conſent, or by 
the unhappy and unavoidable exigences of Warre, and toex- 
pirc with thepreſeat Rebcllion, which God in mercy haſten, 
For vur parts We have the inward comfort of our own con= 
iciences, witneſſing with Vs, that. We have improvedall op- 
portunities and advantages for the reſtoring of this King 
dome to its former Peace, and We muſt witneſſe for His Ma- 
zeſty, His moſt hcarty defires thereof : and though both His 
Majcſty and our endeavours therein have been made fruſtrate, 
yet Godia his great-goodnefle hath raiſed up our ſpirics, nor 
:0 deſert our Religion, our King, our Lawes, our Lives, the 
Libertics of vs Engliſh freeborne Subjes; and by Gods 
aſhſtance, and HisjMajeſties concurrence, We do reſolveto. 
unite Gur ſelves. as: one man, and chearfully adventure our. 
Lives. and Eſtates for the maintenance and defence of the 
trucRetormed ProteſtantReligion of theChurch of Z»gland, 
(of which We profeſſc our ſelves to be,) forthe defence of 
the Kings Perſonand Rights of. His Crown, forthe regain. 
ing and maintaining the Rights and Priviledges of Parlia- 
ment, and the Liberty of the Subjects Perſon, and Property 
of his Eftate, according to the known Lawes of the Land, 
20 repellthole of the Scottiſh Nation, that havein a warlike 
manner centred this Realme, and to reducethe Subjects there- 
of, now in Rehcllion, to the Kings obedience: and We 


doubt not but the ſame God will enlighten the eyes of the 
2 | poore 
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poote deceived People of this Land, like true heaited honeſt - 
Engliſh-men, to joyne unanimouſly with Vs inſo juſt andpi- 
ous a Worke. Andthe God of Heaven proſper Vs, accord- 
ing tothe goodnefle of the Cauſe We haveinhand, + 
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The Names of the Lords and Commons 


of ParL1aMENT Aﬀembled at Oxrorv, 
who did ſubſcribethe Letter to the Earle of 
Es s nx, dated Ianuary 27.1642. 


Hazxrmns P. 
YORK E. 


C 


Ed, Littleton. C. S. 
Fra. Cottington. 
D. Richmond. 
M. Hertford. 

E. Lindſey. 

E, Dorſet. 


=" 


E. Southampton. 
E. Leiceſter. 

E, Northampton. 
E. Devonſhire, 
E, Carl:le. 

E. Briſtol]. 

E. Barkſhire. 

E. Cleveland. 

E. Rivers. 

E. Dover. 

E, Peterborough. 
E, Kingſton. 


E. Newperr, 


Ec Portland. 


CuUaAzERLAND:. © 


V. Conway. 

L.Digby. 

L.Moubray & Mattravers. 
L. Wentworth. 

L. Cromwell. 

L.Rich. 


 L.Pager. 


L. Chandoys. 


L. Howard Sfcherhiow, 
L. Lovelace. 
L. Savile. 


L.Mohun. 


L.Dunſmore. 

L.Seymour. 

L.Percy. 

L.Wilmott. 

L.Leigh. 

L. Hatton, 

L.lermin, 

L. Carrington, 
Tohn 


Ohn Fettiplace. Eſq. 
Six Alex, Denton. 
Sir John Packington. 
Sir Tho. Smith. 
Fr, Gamul. Eſq. 
10.Hartis. Eſq. 
Ioſeph Tane. Eq. 
Ric. Edgcombe. Eſq 


lonathan Raſhlcigh. £/q 


G. Fane, Eſ* 

P, Edgecombe. Eſq. 
Will. Glanvill. Eſq. 
$zr Robert Holborne. 
S$:r Ra.Sydenham. 

Fr. Godolphin.E/q. 
Geo, Party.D. of £ Law. 
Amb.Manaron. Z/q. 
Sir Ri. Yyvyan. 

lohn Polewheile. Eſq. 
fohn Arundell. Z/q, 
Tho, Lower. Eſa. | 
Sir Edw. Hide. 

Will. Alleſtree. Eſq. 
$ir Gco.Stonehoule.. 
Ed. Seymour.E/q. 
Peter Sainthill, E/q« 
Sir Will. Poole, 
Roger Mathew. Eſq. 
Ri. Arundcll. Eſq. 

Ro. Walker, Eſq. 


Giles Straingwaies.Eſq: 


$ir John Straingwaics. 
Sir Tho, Hele, 
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Sir Ger.Napee i: > 
Sam. Turner. D, Fu Phiſicke. 
Will. Conſtantine. Eſq. 
Hen. Killigrew. Eſq. ©) 
Ri. King Eſq: 

Iohn Dutton. Eſq. 
Hen, Bret. Eſq. 
Will.Chadwell. E/q: 
£7r Theobald Georges. 
Iohn George. Eſq. 
Sir Tho. Fanſhaws. ._ 
Humtf. Conningesby.E/. 
Ri. Seaborne. Eſq.” 
L4, Ranelaugh. 
Tho. Tomkins. Eſq. 
Sir Samp.Evers.Ser.at Laws 
Sir [ohn Culpeper, - - 
 leffrey palmer. Eſq, 

Sir TIohn Harriſon.” 
Tho. Fanſhaw. Eſq. 
Sir Rog, Palmer. 
$ix Orlando Bridgmane- / 
Will. Watkins. Eſq.  - 
Iohn Smith. Eſq. 
$ir Tho. Bludder. - - 
Six Ed. Littleton. : 00 
Six Harvy Bagot. 
Sir Ri. Leveſon.. 
Sir Ri. Cave. 
Ri, Weſton. Eſq. 
S:rRi. Lec. 
Six Tho, Whitmore. 
$irEd., Acton. 

C.Baldwin. 


C. Baldwin.Zg. 

R. Goodwin. Z(q. 
Tho.Howard. Z/q, 
Tho Littleton. Eſq. 

Sir Robert Howard. 
Str Iohn Meux. 
Matthew Davis. £7. 
Sir F, Cornwallis. 
Tho.lermyn, £9. 

Iohn Tayler. Eſq. 
William Baſſet. E/q. 
Sir William Portman, 
Six Ed. Rodney. 
Tho.Hanham.Z/q. 

Ed. Phelipps.Eſq. 
Iohn Digby. Eſq. 

Ed. Kirton. Eſq. 
Chriſt. Leuknor. Eſq. 
Sir Edw. Alford, 

Tohn White. Eſq. 

Iohn Afhburnham. E/4. 
Will. Smith. E/7. 

Tho. Leedes.E/q. 

S$tr Ta. Thynne. 

W. Pleydell.E/q. 
Ro.Hide,Ser 1 (4x1 4t Law. 
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Sir Ed.Griffin, 
SirWalter Smith. 
Geo.Lowe.Eſq. 
Ric. Harding. Eſq. 


* Ser Henry Herbert. 


End. Porter, Eſq. 
Sam, Sandys. Eſq. 


Tohn Bodvill.Eſq . | 


Will. Morgan. t/q. 
Will. Thomas.Eſq. 
lo.Moſtyn. E/g. 


| Hen. Bellafis. Eſq. | 
Sir Geo. Wentworth. 


Will. Malory. Eſq. 
Ri. Aldbore EE 
Tohn Salisbury.Eſq. 
Will. Herbert.Eſq. 
William Price.E/q. 
Sir lohn Price. 

Sr Ric. Herbert. 
Cha. Price. Eſq. 
Phil. Warwick. Eſq. 
Tho. Cooke. Eſq, 
Sir Rob. Crooke. 
Herb.Price.Eſq. 
lohn Whiſtler. E/7. 


Theſe 


T2 Pzzx=s following, being diſabled by ſeveral 
accidents to appeare ſooner, have fince attendedthe Ser- 
vice andconcurred with us. 


V. C ambden, L.Capel: 
L., A bargavenny., L. Newport. 
Le. Arundel. 


Peeres imployed in His Majeſties ſervice, or 
abſent with leave. 


Marg. of Wincheſter. L.Evers. 

Marq, of Worce#er. L.Daincourt, 
Marq. of New-Ca#le: _ L.Pawlet. 

E. of Darby. L.Bradnell. 

E. of Hantingaen. L. Poweſſe. 

E. of Clare. L. Herbet of Cherbury. 
E. of Marleborough.. L.Hopton. 

V. Falconbridee. L.Losghboronghs. 
L. Morley. L.Byron. | 
L. Darcy and Conters, LY aughan. 

L. Sturton. L.Withrington. 


Peeres abſent in the parts beyond the Seas. 


E.of Arnndell, L. Coventry. 

E.of St Albans, L.Goring. 

L. Viſcount cHonntazuee L.Cravenot Hamited. 
L. Viſcount Stafford. L.Craven of Ryton, 
L,St anhop. dre 
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Pecres in Priſonfor their Loyalty to His Mijeſty. 


Earle of Cheſterfeitd. 
L. Mountague of Boughton, 


Whoever viewes theſe numbers,and conſiders how many 
Peeres are atthis time under age, will quickly know, who and 
how many are privy or conſenting tothe Counſells at We#- 


minſter. 


Heſe Members ofthe Commons houſe following, being 
diſabled by ſeverall accidents to appeare ſooner, have 
fince attended the Service, and concurred withus. 


Peter Venables. Eg. Gerwaſe Holt, Eſq. 
Sir T6hn Pawlet, Sir Patritins (urwen, 
Edward Bagſhaw.Eq. Sir Henry Bellingham, 
Sir lohn Burlaſey, Sir George Dalſton, 
Francis Newport.Eiq. Sit Thomas Sandford. 
Anthony Hungerford, Ela. Sir William Daiſton. 
Tohn Ruſſell .E\q. Michaell Wharton, Eq. 
Thomas Chichlt , Eilq. Sir Robert Hatton, 
Earle of Corke. Iames Scudamore. Eig. 
Sir Gerwaſe Clifton, Sir Tohn Brooke, © 
Sir Gay Palmes. Sir 10h Stepney, 
Robert Sutton, Eq. 


Imployed in His Majcfties Service, or abſent with leave, 


or by lickneſle. 
Sir Tohn Fenwick, Walter Kyrle.Eſq. 
Hugh Potter, Elq. Willian Stanhep Eſq. 


Sit 
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Sir William Carnaby. Lord eMansfelld. 
Sir Thomas Danby. Thomas Beblethwayte.Elq. 
Tobn Fenwick Elq. Sir Hugh Cholmely. 
Ralph Sneade.Eiq. Sir George Wentworth, 
Sir Walliam Ogle: Sir Walter L Logd, 

' Sir Thomas Iermyne. Sir Henry Faughan, 
Sir Toh Stowell. Sir Francis LLoyd. 
Sir Robert Strickland. Tohn V anghan.Eſq. 
Sir Philip Muſgrave. Richard Ferrers, Eſq. 
Tohn Cowcher.Elq. George Hartnoll, Eſq. 
Toh Coventry.Eilq. Sir William Y dal. 
Sir Henry S lingesby. Robert Hunt.Eſq. 
Sir Tohn Malory. Thomas May.Eſq. 
tohn Bellaſis.Eſq. Sir Thomas Bowyer. 
Sir Thomas Ingram. Sir Th9. Roc. 


Whoever now conſiders how many have retired them- 
ſclvesinto ſeverall Counties, and ſo are abſent from Fe#- 
minſter, and yertcannot through the danger of Travelling be 
preſent at Oxford; how many have withdrawne themſelves 
into the parts beyond the Seas; how-many of their owne 
principal Inſtruments are Voted out of the Houſe by them- 
ſelves,as Sir 1ohn Hotham and his Sonne,Sir Alexander Carew, 
M. Martyn, M, Fiennes , and many others; and how many 
now are Impriſoned by them; how many Members fromthe 
beginning have been factiouſly kept from the Houſe upon 

ueſtions of Election; aud how many without any Colour, 
are kept in , by not ſuff=:ing their EleCttons to be reported, 
and that there are Thirty five Mcmyuers dead, into whoſe 
roomes no new Perſons 2: ch0i2n; noir many fince are bee 
come Barons by deſccn 01 Creation, ill eafily conclude 
how ſmall the numbcr is wich remaines, arid of thoſe how 


few ir truth have right to fo vacre. 


F iNIS: 


